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A Review of Wood’s Dispatch and its  Merits and Demerits 

Dr. Rita , Lecturer, School Education Department , Haryana 

 

Introduction : Wood‘s Dispatch is a very important educational document and holds a unique 

place in the history of Indian education. It placed the responsibility of education of the Indian 

people fully on the Company and stated quite explicitly that it must 

never be neglected. The Despatch gave new direction to education in 

India 

 

Wood's Education Despatch formed the basis of the education policy of 

east india company's government in India since 1854. Drafted probably 

at the instance of Sir Charles Wood, President of the board of control, it was forwarded to the 

Government of India as Despatch No 49 of 19 July 1854 for 'creating a properly articulated 

system of education, from the primary school to the University'. It was indeed a landmark in the 

history of education in modern India and presented a comprehensive plan for the later 

development of the educational system in the subcontinent. 

 

 

Merits of Wood’s Dispatch: 

Educational Policy: Through Wood’s Dispatch, British Parliament, for the first time made an 

attempt to decide the educational policy of India and made it constitutional. Before this, there 

was no policy of education for Indians. Through this Dispatch they decided for the first time 

their policy about education system in India. Wood‘s Dispatch started a new era in Indian 

education system by clearly defining objectives of education. It made the Government realize the 

importance of education for the people and presented a comprehensive scheme of education 

embracing primary, secondary and higher education. 

 

Grant-in-aid system: By the grant-in-aid system many schools were benefited, the quality of 

education improved, and private organisations were encouraged to open new schools. 


